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The Aim, Scope and Function of Teaching
Practicum for EFL Teacher Preparation

[zumi HATAN 0

Abstract

This paper addresses an array of components which constitute the
framework and substances of teaching practice for EFL teacher
preparation. The author asserts the aim of teaching practicum consists
in providing pre-service teachers with opportunities for them to recognise
the realities of classrooms and speculate upon themselves as unique grow-
ing personalities as well as prospective teachers. Teaching practice
means more than the opportunities to focus on implementing and enhanc-
ing pedagogical knowledge and skills. Discussed in detail thereinafter
are the daily routines, school obligations and instructional activities which
pre-service teachers must execute as main part of practicum. Further-
more unique attributes and problematic teaching behaviours of student

teachers are explicated with illustration of relevant case studies and ques-
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tionnaires about the developmental stages of teacher preparation. From
the detailed analysis of facts and observations, the author proposes that in
order to make the most of teaching experience, teachers-n-training
should correlate and integrate classroom events with a number of
intellectual, socio-cultural, curricular, economigel and moral factors which
affect students’ scholastic attainments and target language proficiency.
Particularly regarding the procedures of lesson planning, pre-service
teachers should consider the larger scale and continuity of classroom

teaching in a more consistent and systematic way.
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+ novice teachers’ perceptions of classroom events are relatively
undiscriminating and simpler than those of experienced teachers;

- they are less able to select which inforrf’iation is salient when plan-
ning a lesson;

- they lack ‘typificatory knowledge’ (Calderhead, 1987: 7) i.e.
what to expect of pupils, what challenges to set and what difficul-
ties to anticipate;

- they tend to work from the textbook rather than in terms of pupil
attainment levels;

- they lack practical classroom management routines to keep
pupils on task;

- their concern with control makes it difficult for them to focus on
pupil learning;

- they lack an established teacher’s ‘pedagogical content knowl-
edge’;

- they lack the practical experience from which to construct per-
sonal meanings for theoretical or specialised terms;

- they lack a coherent system of concepts with which to think
about teaching;

- they lack a specialised vocabulary with which to analyse and dis-

cuss teaching.
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Teaching area

Selection of content

Treatment of students’ |

language errors

R R

HHERICBWTIE, ERENRIEEER, W,

TANEIHLE

EFICRHUHE A —

Primarily a focus on the
study of language itself
(e.g., vocabulary, grammar,
pronunciation); some focus
on functions (agreeing,
introduction, asking for
information, etc.)

No treatment or treatment
limited to two basic strategies:
(1) repeat sentence with
correction using emphatic
stress at point of correction;
(2) write correction on board
and lecture

Behavior at start of practicum P

3ehavior durlng second half
of practicum

Some study of language
continues; “reallife” content
(e.g., talking about family
based on photos students
bring in) and the “study of
other things” (e.g., putting
together a jigsaw puzzle,
writing a “Dear Abby” letter,
sharing recipes, watching a
film).

Some adaptation to original
error treatment strategies;
additional strategies used:
stopping student at point of
error and doing mini-drill;
telling student to write down
error and correction; having
students work in groups to
correct list of sentences with
errors; having students take
home their own sentences
with errors and finding out
the corrections.
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First and foremost is the need for teacher preparation programs to
put forth a realistic view of teaching that recognizes the realities of
classroom life and adequately prepares pre-service teachers to cope
with those realities. This means providing pre-service teachers with
knowledge about how classrooms work, or procedural knowledge
about the day-to-day operations of managing and teaching in real
classrooms. It also means providing pre-service teachers with
knowledge about what students are like, to see students, not as
“faceless blobs” but as individuals with unique needs, interests,
aptitudes, and personalities. In addition, it means providing
opportunities for pre-service teachers to come to understand who
they are—their conceptions of themselves as teachers, of their

“limits,” and of their “visions” of teaching.
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