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Professional Preparation of Primary School
Teachers for English Language Teaching

Izumi Hatano

Abstract

During the past two decades have a series of reports been pro-
pounded which propose the introduction of English language teaching at
the public primary school level in Japan. These proposals have been
proffered by several advisory councils to the Ministry of Education, Cul-
ture, Sports, Science and Technology. They all seem to be consistent in
that English language instruction should be manipulated in various man-
ners from Year 3 not as a subject but as part of ‘Education for Interna-
tional Understanding’ during the ‘Period for Integrated Study’. This
view affects the aim and framework of professional preparation and devel-
opment of trainee teachers and teachers-in-service. This article first reca-
pitulates the essentials of these committee reports and examines the
context in which English is team-taught as such by homeroom teachers

and ALTs (Assistant Language Teachers). It then discusses the extent
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of homeroom teachers’ contributions as well as qualities of teachers for
successful foreign language teaching at the primary school level. An
example of teacher preparation curriculum is put forward by the author
with illustration of subject matters to be covered at university as regards

the theory and practice of teaching English to young Japanese learners.
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