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A longitudinal mixed methods study of L2 motivation
in a Japanese undergraduate English program
: developing intervention strategies and support systems

ASCER ERSIEEER MR mS— ke P

The purpose of this research is to make a significant contribution to three important area of language
learning motivation and education psychology. The first is the need for more qualitative inquiry in the
conceptualization and understanding of motivation in L2 learning contexts. The second is to address
the lack of longitudinal studies that, through multiple points of investigation, can investigate and
understand the temporal aspects of motivation for language learners throughout their undergraduate
learning experience. Finally, this research project aims to constitute genuine action research insofar as
the findings of this research are ultimately hoped to form actionable, concrete strategies for teacher
and student support, as well as curriculum and institutional policies/changes that improve student

motivation and thus learner and institutional goals.

Although it was always the intention that the research be somewhat reflexive, there have, unfortunately,
had to be substantial changes to the submitted and originally intended research plan. The initially
intended plan of conducting several interviews, an establishing an institutional set of motivational
profiles, had to be postponed until (possibly) next academic year. However, a related and very
promising opportunity was identified in the recent publication of the results of a large-scale, cross-
national study of L2 motivational Role Models (Muir et al., 2021), where the broad outlines of role
model types and functions was identified, and the need for more context-specific, in-depth study
identified by the authors. With this opportunity in mind, I began reaching out to EFL colleagues at
other universities in Japan, with a view to setting up a mixed-methods survey that included enough

undergraduate EFL students from both English and non-English majors.

Activities, results, presentations, and publications to date include:
1. Drafting, translation, and piloting of motivation questionnaire.
2. Visiting two potential partner universities (Hosei University, Economics Department; Tokyo
University of Agriculture, Department of General Education), setting up an L2 Role Model

study to be conducted in the next academic year.



3. Publication in HJU Journal (Pending) [Designing, Implementing and Assessing a System of
Reward Certificates in an L2- Content Hybrid Undergraduate Program at a Japanese
Women’s University]. The latter part of this study outlines the preliminary results of a

truncated version of an L2 motivation questionnaire adapted from Taguchi et al. (2009)

Due to the COVID Pandemic, I was unable to attend any conferences in the first year of this study. I
will present my extended results domestically at the next available opportunity. However, I was able
to have some preliminary results published, and set into motion a research project for the next

academic year.

Extracts from recent (recent) publication showing key data findings:

Factor Scores (1-6) Taguchi et al. (Japan only)
Criterion measures (1,2) 4.08 (0.95) 320-426
Ideal L2 Seif (3.4) 3.84(1.10) 200-4.45
Ought-to L2 Self (3,6,7) 23412 1.25-142
Family bifluence (8, 2,10, 11) 3.59(1.29) 20341
Instrumentality- promotion (12,13 14) 4.60(1.02) 42-508
Instrumentality- prevention (13,16,17) 3.80(1.03) 201404
Attitudes to learning English (18,19,20,21,22) 4.6(1.1) 3.654.32
Cultural interest (23,24 25, 26) 3.14(0.92) 3.754.69
Attitudes to L2 community (27,28.293031.32) 52(1.0) 4352486
Integrativeness (34.35,36,37,38,39,40) 4.3(1.01) 4.06-4.84

Table 1: Questionnaire Factor Items

References

Muir, C., Dornyei, Z., & Adolphs, S. (2021). Role models in language learning: Results of
a large-scale international survey. Applied Linguistics, 42(1), 1-23.

Taguchi, T., Magid, M., & Papi, M. (2009). 4. The L2 Motivational Self System among
Japanese, Chinese and Iranian Learners of English: A Comparative Study. In

Motivation, language identity and the L2 self (pp. 66-97). Multilingual Matters.
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Investigating potential vocabulary-fluency relationships with lower-level Japanese L2 learners

ASCHF - ABVERRFH BN BB F == R A

Background (B &

While studies (e.g., Tavakoli & Uchihara, 2019) report the importance of relationships between oral
fluency and multi-word sequences (MWSs), none have explored such relationships with lower-
proficiency learners. MWSs offer an intriguing window into the emerging lexicon, arguably more so
than recent fluency-vocabulary studies (e.g., Clenton et al., 2021; de Jong et al, 2012) that base
findings on single-word vocabulary measures. Our first pilot study approximately replicates Clenton
et al.”s (2020) study with a focus on lower-level learners. Our second pilot study attempts to shed
further light on these relationships across a broader range of proficiency levels.

Research Purpose (3£ ® BfY)

Our overall aim is to contribute to discussions on how L2 speakers’ use of MWSs relates to their oral
fluency. Our first pilot study aims to shed light on the extent to which MWS use relates to different
aspects of speaking fluency for lower-level learners. Our second pilot study aims to illuminate the
extent to which the use of two- to five-word MWSs relate to oral fluency aspects and can predict high-

stakes assessment scores for higher-level learners.

Research Methods (FF%E75 5% )

Participants in our first pilot study took the same fluency tasks used in Clenton et al. (2021).
Participants in our second pilot study completed seminar presentations of between 10 - 15 minutes as
part of Queen Mary University of London’s pre-sessional program. We used TAALES to calculate n-
gram scores (proportion, frequency, and association) analyzed according to the Corpus of
Contemporary American English. PRAAT was used to measure fluency (e.g., silent pauses), and
AntConc (Anthony, 2020) was used to profile the most frequent MWSs used.

Research Progress and Results (FFZ24%38 & B 5R)

The findings of our first pilot study show significant relationships between aspects of oral fluency and
MWS indices. In general terms, we observe that participants with more rapid speech, fewer
pauses/repetitions tended to produce MWSs of higher mutual information quality. The findings of our
second pilot study support Tavakoli and Uchihara, but also indicate that longer (four- and five-word)
MWS usage relates to fluency. Our initial results suggest that speakers who produced two- to three-
word sequences of higher quality (according to associational/collocational strength) tended to have
more rapid speech and tended to achieve higher IELTS scores. Those participants who produced a
larger number of longer sequences also tended to speak at a more rapid rate. We are now in the process



of increasing our sample size and planning the next steps of this project.

Publication of Research Results (FFZERR D DAK)

Research Papers (FAZ2ER3C )

Hougham, D. G. C., Clenton, J., Uchihara, T. (manuscript in preparation). To what extent are

multiword sequences associated with oral fluency among lower-level learners?: An

approximate replication and extension of Tavakoli and Uchihara (2019), (3%).

Presentations (3£ %K)

Hougham, D. G. C., & Clenton, J. (September, 2021) Investigating MWS-Fluency Relationships with
Lower-level Japanese L2 Learners. [Conference Session], Hiroshima Lexical Research
Forum, online (via Zoom), (Oral presentation).

Hougham, D. G. C., Clenton, J., & Uchihara, T. (March, 2022). Investigating multiword sequence and
speaking fluency influences in high-stakes assessments. [Conference Session], Language
Testing Research Colloquium, online, (Oral presentation).

Hougham, D. G. C., Clenton, J., & Uchihara, T. (March, 2022). Exploring the MWS-fluency link
with lower-level Japanese L2 learners. [Conference Session], TESOL 2022 International

Convention and English Language Expo, online, (Oral presentation).
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Hougham D. G. C. & Peck, M.
To what extent can teachers promote positive learner attitudes towards reading
English through the use of a digital library? JACET Chugoku-Shikoku Fall
Research Conference, online (via Zoom). 2020.10 (Oral presentation).

Hougham, D. G. C., & Peck, M.
Promoting positive learner attitudes towards reading in English through the use of

digital graded readers [Conference Session], The 3rd JACET Summer (47th) and

English Education (8th) Joint Seminar, online (via Zoom). (Poster presentation).
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T Linguistic Analysis of TPCC Climate Communication: The SR15
1.5°Special Report
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Dormer, R.
Language & Climate Change Discourse: The IPCC Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5°C. Proceedings of IASTEM International Conference, Krabi,
Thailand, 05th — 06th January 2020, pp.1-10. ISSN 2326-7291.

Dormer, R.
Linguistic Analysis and Climate Change Discourse: Exploring Current Linguistic
Perspectives. Proceedings of the International Conference on Sociolinguistics
and Language Sciences. London, February 13-14 2020. pp.1130-1138.

Dormer, R.
Language & Climate Change Discourse: the IPCC Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5°C. Research & Reviews: Journal of Ecology (RRJOE). pp.1-
10, 2020.2.
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Dormer, R.
Presentation at IASTEM - 752nd International Conference on Social Science and
Humanities (ICSSH) Language & Climate Change Discourse: The IPCC Special
Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C. Krabi, Thailand, 5th - 6th January, 2020.
(Recipient of ‘Best Presentation Award- Humanities).

Dormer, R.
Linguistic Analysis and Climate Change Discourse: Exploring Current Linguistic
Perspectives. Presentation at ICSLS 2020: International Conference on
Sociolinguistics and Language Sciences. London, February 13-14, 2020.

Dormer, R.
Linguistic Analysis of Climate Change Discourse: Mixed Methods Approaches
Presentation to Graduate School of Linguistics, Dalarna University (Falun

Campus). (Invitation Presentation) February 12th, 2020.
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T Promoting Learner Autonomy, Active Participation, and Positive
Attitudes through Extensive Reading in the Digital Age.
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Hougham D. G. C. & Peck, M.
To what extent can teachers promote positive learner attitudes towards reading
English through the use of a digital library? JACET Chugoku-Shikoku Fall
Research Conference, online (via Zoom). 2020.10 (Oral presentation).

Hougham, D. G. C., & Peck, M.
Promoting positive learner attitudes towards reading in English through the use of
digital graded readers [Conference Session], The 3rd JACET Summer (47th) and

English Education (8th) Joint Seminar, online (via Zoom). (Poster presentation).
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