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Changes in the Environmental Configuration and Children’s
Playing House in Playgrounds

Tomoko MURAKAMI*

This paper examines configuring the environment for children’s playing house and discusses the
changes in the environmental configuration of playgrounds and consequent changes in children’s play.
To summarize, five elements of the environmental configuration that make playing house at the play-
ground more enriching are pointed out:

1. to build various kinds of base spaces

2. to provide children with authentic play equipment and apparatus

3. to make storage shelves for tidying up

4. to make natural things available for children

5. to not necessarily bring base spaces closer to drinking fountains
Moreover, in order to reconfigure the physical environment, the importance of teachers who appropri-
ately observe children’s playing activities cannot be dismissed.
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