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Line-up of the Imperial Court Painters in the Documents of Lord Hiramatsu’s
Family from the Collection of Kyoto University Library

FUKUDA Michihiro

Abstract

Imperial court painters refer to the painters engaged in the works at the imperial court,
regardless of their title or if they received regular payments of salary. The imperial court in the
early modern era provided various occasions, on an irregular basis, for the painters. Special and
the large scale of works are the shohekiga paintings, or the paintings on the walls, sliding panels,
and folding-screens with which decarated inside of the gosho, the imperial palace and royal
residences during the reconstructions. Among the small scale of works, not on a regular basis, the
painters were engaged with the constructions or restorations of the Sento-gosho the Palace for the
retired Emperor in the change of emperors, and Togugosho, the Crown Prince’s Palace with the
accession of the crown prince. Quite a few painters were formally assigned, but when the
occasional works became larger in scale, more painters were mobilized. However, no special
attention has been paid to the regularity of the works or the line-up of the painters engaged in them.

This essay aims to develop a chronological understanding of the imperial court painters, and to
identify the painters appearing in the imperial court records. This research has significance as it is
the first attempt to consider five kinds of records in sixty-nine volumes (the Collection of Kyoto
University Library) over the twenty years when Lord HIRAMATSU Tokiaki (1754~1828) occupied
the positions of Indenso (1800~1814, 1817~1820) the secretary of the emperor in charge of
relaying messages to and from the retired emperor and Giso (1814~1817). First, for analytical
research, this essay considers the nature of the records owned by the HIRAMATSU Family and
investigates the painters from the points of (1) paintings works, (2) the titles from the imperial
court, and (3) various submitted documents, in chronological order. While Lord Tokiaki was
indenso, he was engaged in the distribution of mementoes of the passed emperor, and after the
demise of the retired emperor Gosakuramachi, the records describe in detail to whom each of the
cherished properties including paintings were sent and are regarded as one of the most significant
sources on the origin and history of the properties in some temples to which they are believed to
have been granted by the emperor.





