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A Study of Alice Walker's The Third Life of Grange Copeland

Yuji MAEKAWA

Abstract

The Third Life of Grange Copeland was published by Alice Walker in 1970. This is her
first novel, in which she tries to verify how black women have been oppressed. In order to do
this, she makes an analysis of their historial roles, which were played by black women but
which black women were forced to play by the white and men. In addition to this, Alice
Walker seems to think that black women, in a sense, forced themselves to play their historical
roles, too. In this article, these historical roles are called “stereotype.” First of all, in this
paper, people with this “stereotpe” are introduced and analyzed. Secondly, possibility of get-
ting out of this “stereotype” is discussed. Finally, how and what Alice Walker thinks to do in
order to survive in this world is explained.
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HERI LTS5y 7 - TRY ARBUHBEERTHIRS b0, TRBCRETI L0, #
LS, RESERIZESL, HERt Y 7 AOHFIREZRLEVIEL - T, B
ALHEDFEBIFRIZZ 5\ » ot nZEG s LTk, Black Feminist E& % B L T\»
o FOBBAERE LTCTIIFER [F5 v 7 - 72 3 =% b&EAK] (Black Feminist
Natinal Organization) A& 19774 2ix Black Feminist E5 0\ I b Z Lz -1,
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Richard Wright (X Uncle Tom’s Children OFEHID & 2 A TROBEILE - T\ 5,

The post Civil War household word among— “He’s an Uncle Tom!” —which denoted
reluctant toleration for the crying type who knew his place before white folk, has been
supplanted by a new word from another generation which says— “Uncle Tom is dead!”
(Wright 1938)
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All of Bigger’s life is controlled, defined by his hatred and his fear. And later, his
fear drives him to murder and his hatred to rape; he dies, having come, through this

violence, we are told, for the first time, to a kind of life, having for the first time
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redeemed his manhood. Below the surface of this novel there lies, as it seems to me,
a continuation, a complement of that monstrous legend it was written to destroy. Big-

ger is Uncle Tom’s descendant, flesh of his flesh,....(Baldwin 1955: 17)
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ZThTWTELLT, BRT, HRA2ECRERRFETHDZ LR INICRTHEA
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FERLFED, SAEEELLIELIEVZ D,

MRBREE VI BERTRBRABHIBAGR LR LS A -V ERELA TV b V25, B
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W, AFLA21TIHa->T3ANE
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B3LEZD, ChEBBOATLVASA FEFEZ LTS, THIZFLTE 5 —2DEKRA,
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LIZLTwe, TV BHRBBENERBADFIZE H 5 L Alice Walker 3E 2 T35 &
51,
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SAA=UNDHY, ThiZB-> THREZELBRELLS L LTVHL 25055, The Third
Life of Grange Copeland \2 55+ 5T ELEBEANBMTH 5 Grange iZ LT Brownfield iz L
TY, HoOEYOEHESCTFHICEEZEDLETICEbR® LS T 5L 2505 %, Grange
M EL Georgia @ Green County &\ 5 & Z AIC\ 3O HEFiFED Margaret TH 5, HKic
Lo THETIARRARTH »Te, WL ERIMAZI0T, FHEEARAFTTSHDT, BIFH
INBREBDECSEABEL DY, £ 5752 L% Margaret KER L, BF2HAL
TV3bDEVSEFADHE0H L, BRBERIBEONBERORLS EELHZLE
HdH T,

Grange O F L F#tD Brownfield ThH 5 = & $ H - 72, ik Margaret {25 L TH -~ T
WEDERULSELETHIENLTHHE-TWT, FHOSI I LHR2ETS VO 2 ik
7o o1z, Brownfield 23t fT &V VO FEEE - T3 Grange DB 2T H H8F
—OTEOHLIMANTLESDTH -7, BRTHIZTOREBFENT B Lidlheh -7,

Brownfield 3/ #)» = A Grange & ¥ > 7o { UAFEHREL E > TV 5, #Hiix® Mem
EEF LB LVCABZAER RN R 2 50, BHRER0oB LV T E—/iIC
it ¥ 1= sharecropper DL FICMY H» 5 A0 L HDOEFE T >0V E->TLE I,
Grange #* Margaret iZxf LD LRI U X 52, Mem h’.’ﬁ”E!llE'C‘, HEHRTHY, BADOFE
PMRITHDZ LEBRIIBERT 5, OB L LI IDDIRELLIA A=V > Th
bTH 5o

Brownfield 2\ Ff#tiz 5+ 2 fEEE ¢, Grange » Brownfield izt L THR » TR-EBELED
Hpv, THIBABICIWC L TERER TH Y NIEX—2FT 52 &R <, WOBLKOFELZY
{ O\ T\ %, Brownfield xFHticEHBERT LT, BAPHTHEZEDS A -V iH
> T\ 5,

CHOZADBABLALZRXFHECENINT, B0 A-VEBELTV-5EEIDW
TEZTHBE, BHLOPRICBLEGIBONELONLVHLD XS ICBL D, TRIIAEN
TRTFHIZIW L TR URIGZRLTWBZ L &, MEFRYESH URESHIG LTV 55
HThD, MEILic sharecropper & LTOHEG &KL, Theifvikii, FRzEs
¥, BRT, HROBELXF > T L L, FABE W THESFIY & REITE
L@ 5, HEoIIBEEE 2 IRLTOEGHLHTEERVGREBICA > T, £ LTF#
RFIZH LT L B Y BB RFIBELCTEICR - TTE, BABNKCRY, Rk, #
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NRETREVHIHEXTHB, Alice Walker ix, 556 5 »hiFigEBEToHE
% Grange & Brownfield it ER&HEZET, HoDEGOLFH 2EBETIE, DM
STWIEREERES Ltk 5icBx 3, B, #5143 sharecropping system o iz 3kic
BoTI-BHEZobbLBVREBIIL > TWEkDTHB, TOLDREDIZZTTIRFL—
varvORBRRLVITBTERFHECRINC R > T ot b2 3,

TRIDI LR > TRPERINTVE01TH 5, Hoix, BFFEOFREFL L AL
HOERRABT LD I LR >TWBEWSZERALTEDLIIZEBE ST B0 Th B,
Brownfield # R 5 & D = L WFEFICHBERC T B, i Mem L VIZLA YT RTOMET
FHoTWIREE>THBETHDIDE, WIFEABE LKL -1L, BbbRA L L
bORFE-TWRhokl, BLTAYHLEVLIRTHE AR5, Mem Ziic kA2
ENHRI, ThTi il GB L, BBIKES Mem ORKREITRHESL, b
< Brownfield DB.L A K LIC Mem 3G EHT B2 LR B EB D THAHS5, =
AiE#EE Uz, Brownfield iz L T4 % &, B4 Mem 25} 3 FELISIC Mem L b B -
TWABLDMARNZ L35G h - T, T, i sharecropper & LT X, —ILoKT
PREIDBZILECBELTOAGTD A IA FEPIT TR LEIBERD T, L L, HORKE
Tleolt—20R LW KEBRBOHLTH-T/IMEEL L TR THEVSEYL, BREN
TwL, HFOFIRIZBLE L TOXRBEROHEIZLTNA T > TN TLESLDTHS, L
L, ThTHHIIFELTCOADER LV EBSDTH B, THT, B LIERDTH
DHEATG S FTFIE, FERREZLVIBETHY, BEFHEIVIBRTHS, Thik
CORFRIIERI VS EEE LTERKOBERICH Y, ¥ 5 Brownfield 5H 1 HER S & b
EOMBELDBILNTESLLTHY, AMIKIOEIBLVOXELHERTEENLT
H 5,

FbhFeB o LIWROBIC, FHOBIRTH B0, KAELHAF L 5BRTY
TEONERHEZET 551X, thilF T E L LTS HERIEKS, RiZtDEEOR
RETHERHERLVCELTY, BELTOAFTRKY 2 LT 5 E4 ORI & 2 0BEGROF
WWRGWETZEAHEKS, B, BB L, UHKEDESLDTI ELThRh1e, F
HIRHEE LD T, R LAl WSBETHL-T, BHLIEERIZEIIRBEVR
T52 MR BEH 2 L THB, Blic Brownfield i sharecropper & L THII Lis\»
Lo BB T Mem IR NHIC e 501Nz T, Foafiis 2 BEMCEEL,
LTHEA IV S MBI BEL &5 XL L5 LT B, BLVPAT L VB> T
Wa5»6THD,
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His crushed pride, his battered ego, made him drag Mem away from schoolteaching.
Her knowledge reflected badly on a husband who could scarecely read and write. It
was his great ignorance that sent her into white homes as a domestic, his need to

bring her down to his level! (Walker 1970: 55)

B#D Z A Grange »* Margaret K RBEEKATHF v A2 TH LB Y, GEEET
BEES\ M6, Margaret ic#iE o Shipley t B3 L5z LT3 ¢4,
Grange MY H < RENBMATHIIT 28, BrBLeBEIRLIELTWBEWH L
¥RTOREDLA T3, B, nibzed, L@z, ARBIELV-HofuE,
FOEEY 5P LTHVTiL, Grange K & - TIREBDTH B, FELHV 351, AT
AL, B LRVOREWS Ha - Tk d, BOBL LI IER-TLER
», BTFLETRRLCDOTHD, TOAHRERIELDOY »TRELEZETELSBFEL, Han
TORBMEREZH LICE VS5 AEERL TRV ERLRVDTH D,

SOIDBEABROR L LTCOEF 2 FE1»DE L FiX, RIZBAZKIZERE ZIZHIA
L5LT2AANDEZ T EBODTUR-EBBETHD L2505, BABMHILE-TYH
AR E > THbROBFTHHBALHMNY - i ERBALRTH Y, EYLBHAFTH
STREBRTHB, ChERULEXFHELTEABHREALHICE-TEV 25, BHD
#TH 5 Margaret i LT Grange DERTZZ &Lk, HFDETH S Mem izxt LT
Brownfield N ERKT 5 &k, BREBETHY, BHEDOAMEOTELD TS 5,
Margaret  Mem izt~ ¥ & L ARIMEASH D, Lhb, BSLDEATLTE, BLLT
DEEEFE EAERZCHDTH S, FaZicik [1BF] TH>THobiVWERZDT
H5,

SET, LOPFRZ—EDCEELIA A=V HY, ThEHFIHETZEVIERT, K
BOATVAIA F7OERELCOBENLR TR, 2O EEZDLOOEMICITF LI
VA, ZOZEERERTIRONFEREABEZPOICT L5 &2 HIIFHE Alice
Walker 1L X835 5,

KIZFFTHORF LA FA FPOEBEZEITOCTELXTHL D, TOAEDATF VA IA FDOE
BOBEFRIATETHSD, ZZTE) [FIHHMAT v AYA F7OREE] L\ H5EKIL, B
ABRADHREZ AT VA ZA TEZFTANRTERLTVBL 220855 E0H52LTHB, £
BEAPSORICRZ 2HEDOINC L 20T, RAVPLARDOEFEL L TLORTFLAZA T
¥ZFAN, BORE5 THARLEBENIZEST, »503, M6sTHLTORICEDS
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A FPEEEL TS, ZH50I5BRTO, Z50I5AENLMRLE, BEAOKER TR
Lo

DA TRABDBEAYZITCLHETH S, Margaret $ Mem ¢ Josie $ TR AL
EVWIHRFUAEA FTERZITEMICER LT3, 7 Margaret 2> 5H T2 5,

Margaret (= AN LHEOFHTLHR G AMHE <, FIET, Grange D72 Wi > Tk
TR TH 5, BFOBEBIROVWTIHLAGRIDELZ 2> TV ThRiRAZINBE, Buvk
FTCREXLTHBL, EFTEROVTHIHELZEFOFBERIARTTETY, KOKFEBIED
BTCEDOHFLBEE L2 T35, Grange DRENZHTHBMA SV FELORIZEDLR ZHEAES
2 EBE 2T AEVS, BRPCELoFiz, FLIRCIHRIRELDONE, XX
ZREBOLEEVHIBENE DD TH D, ozt LTo, ELLTO, EENEL
AVRATHT, BEDFDERE, 2RBOLDEDOEILR > T\ BT L EWEIEHT, #&
TOARTH 5, BURIEHKARKESZRF TR, —MHEOEL TRkt Rz 5,
Shipley ¢ DEZIZLTY, BRKOBEUHZIZLTY, BERABELLICLTY, BIBADH
BYVIZLTY, 5 THELIT-MDAVREDb->TLESEICRZ B, L LERFELIR
EREDL > TP 12D TH B,

...even when Margaret found relief from her cares in the arms of her fellow bait-
pullers and church members, or with the man who drove the truck and turned her hus-
band to stone, there was a deference in her eyes that spoke of her love for Grange.. ..
She had sincerely regretted the baby. And now, humbly respecting her husband’s
feelings, she ignored. (Walker 1970: 20)

B OFICIIEAKICH T 2 RBHEE LD Y, T BRBELZORIIESTOTEICH
TEREREOL >R DR HB L0355, (Russell 1982: 27) ko dich ~1-FE L i
Kz, REEIFL, ROFVRVICRY, ROF2RRBZLEWVIEEDORIZ, 0
BERIEEFNTRT, CORBRCELEINRTHRELIARLTILE-KTDOTH S,

KIZ Mem IZOWTH TV, iz Margaret D ERE, £SXBDOTDEZ A 7z Sap-
phire tfREINBHE,, REOPFLR R - THE@MALHOELIE LTV 5, KHD Aunt
Jemima DH BT B &1 4 F TOW 4 248 THTT Brownfield i & #E2 T < Z L1 b
BAERINT V5, BELFTEEE2R TT, Brownfield D &I T RT2 I IFCwicy»
rbhod, Fho, REBT L), RV APRFET i bhRvZ idbei Ly,
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EETIEFELLRBZ—FTHholc, THTHELIPLIEAE > T I, B, HLias %
BLT, Vb3, [E] THEZLIZBL, XOLBRAEZTVIDOTHS,

\vbwp B Sapphire OF & 4036 Ui 2B/ R REMICHV-TH BME, stz
ERIMVCHTEZATHE, £, B e X PATHRTIBER»ORTH LS,

“Don’t you move a inch, “Mem said lazily, controlling the cool hard gun barrel down

between his thighs. (Walker 1970: 92)

COBANOHELENSGETUDIRKECS [B] L5 b0RRETOH, HZz206hT
TGy, FLOBRKOBUERIZORLVCIUNLALERIROILEDZZ LG
D%, 25 LTHLiz—R Brownfield 7 6B IR 58, BhR3kslizz 555
RLEVIRF LA ZA T LBRIRA TR, FhidE & id Brownfield & §l 2 icE 53
ZEAHRIDIZ, HIZ, bR EDIVr FOEENOEXATNCENERLBLIE, HFL
KEDT7 A= rEE|-#L, B THLAFZBRD VX, Vb3 —KOXBELLTORY
BEULBDEMETH D, £, BFLOSEOBELIV RV ARZLTEHE, 2Dk
HDELDOFEVCER TR LS,

“I already told you...you ain’t dragging me and these children through no more
pigpens. We have put up with mud long enough. I want Daphne to be a young lady
where there is other decent folks around, not out here in the sticks on some white
man’s property like in slavery times. I want Ornette to have a chance at a decent
school. And little baby Ruth... I don’t even want her to know there’s such a thing
as outdoor toilets. (Walker 1970: 84)

BEoEAIzE: bhio kY &ElD—>TH B Z Lix, Grange iz LT3 Brownfield iz
LT, FHOMFELZERMICIZAZA T, B THB Margaret ® Mem (2T RTE2ER T
ZETHLFNBL, RHBIDI LN, FEOCHEINT5D1, Mem B TFH24E LB TH
%, ZDFECE, BF7ANENTWTEROREALSH, BEFRAOEEZLEEZSVT, &S
RERENARVEZBT, I—F U THY-BORy FO L TEEL R —ATRESRL,
FOBROUBIFS e IhZRVE, FHICHT 2T RTORERBLIZEEOR TV EVS
ED, FEYVLRHESN T, ZOLTHELBCRREOAT V&L, BTHD
Brownfield ic X -~ THV- LT3+ 5 2 L 2E2 AbES L Mem i (& V5 R T
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VAZA THLBRLTELTRREDRATF LA LA 72 BROZEELTEFTART LS
5 LB,

Kiz Josie IZ2VTHTZ 5, WREFFBSHBRLVOIRANLDOLDRT LA # 4 F i
Bao Tuspps e, Ble, EBEMH 714 Aunt Jemima T3 Sapphire T2 -1, H&icix
Lorene L W5, A FEALDIZ Josie N TBERELTCVWIBOETHY,
Lorene ORI AFAHTHY, ThrhAEicEL LT, Lorene DB TH B L DRIZR
{E5ETHETHIHFHELICIHAL, Josie LTk E VORI TRV, 72
BE o0& b Margaret  Mem o X 5 BRE I Josie iIZidiz & A Eled 1,

THLEHELIFVbYD [Z] LI RTLATAL FIThao> T enteh i s, £5T
b, T, MLEABREKFLREVCEEELARVEVWSET, ] OXF LA 7%
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e eMEIn TV,

The death of the woman was simply murder, he thought, and soul condemning; but
in a strange way, a blizarre way, it /iberated him. He felt in some way repaid for his
own unfortunate life. It was the taking of that white woman’s life—and the denying
of the life of her child—the taking of her life, not the taking of her money, that forc-
ed him to want to try to live again. (Walker 1970: 153)
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“And with your pa,” Grange continued, “the white folks could have forced him to live
in shacks; they might have even forced him to beat his wife and children like they
was dogs, so he could keep on feeling something less than shit. But where was the
man in him that let Brownfield k:ll his wife? What cracker pulled the trigger? And if
a cracker did cause him to kill his wife, Brownfield should have turned the gun on
himself, for he wasn’t no man. He let the cracker hold the gun, because he was too
weak to distinguish that cracker’s will from him! The same was ture of me. We

both of us jumped our responsibility,. . ..(Walker 1970: 208)
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SETIE M) ELTHEZER TG IEICA S, B, oot 3 2 RBE T EARNIC M
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Brownfield ground his teeth under pressure of his error, though too much thought
about it would make it impossible to sleep. It occured to him, as an irrelevancy, that
Ruth might never believe “conditions” caused his indifference to her. He wished,
momentarily, that he could call out to someone, perhaps to Mem, and say he was

sorry. (Walker 1970: 227)
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Two things and two only he wanted when he came back to Baker County. In-

dependence from the whites, complete and unrestricted, and obscurity from those
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parts of the world he chose. (Walker 1970: 140-141)
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What scared her was that she felt her woman’s body made her defenseless. She felt
it could now be had and made to conceive something she didn’t want, against her
will, and her mind could do nothing to stop it. She was deathly afraid of being, as
she put it, “had,” as young girls were every day, and trapped in a condition that could
only worsen. (Walker 1970: 193)
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She felt her heart give a kind of bump against her ribs, such as she’d never felt

before. (Walker 1970: 236)
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Notes
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1) Baldwin(1955: 20-21) iz % Aunt Jemima D4 DH 5,

2) Wright(1940: 9-39) Tix, “How ‘Bigger’ was Born” &\ 5 introduction 23% Y, ZOHF TS5 2D
Bigger BRI ARRIN TV 5, Bigger D520 hw3d B BAOBBTHZZ LR
ThT\v3,

3) BALHOFA FRDVCTILRELVHEBRKRDO bO1EEICK 5, Christian(1980) & A B X

(1986)

4) Baldwin i1 BABAHE LA Z E0EBCBERZRANT 2V WS B VI BHEHF-> T
%, ZOEDGHICBIL TR (1986) ¥ BB Ihicyy,

5) Wade-Gayles(1980: 131) iZtk® X 51285 » T\ 5, She is a prisoner, then, continually executed
by the male community’s assessment of her as a sex object.

6) ACebh T3 BIFEIC Shipley D FHZ LB LTH B & 2 BidkvA, $F 6 { Margaret O3ZBEEIF»
& LT, Star it Shipley O F#t+ B x %5, Byerman (1985: 131) %, Shipley »Fft& LTIEH L T
31, Wade-Gayles (1984: 132) %[ U#EH%& LT\ 3,

7) Walker (1983: 194-195) TRAZIMTORBAOBIEDLRTE T2 LNERLTH 5,

8) AL # T a— DRI, g (1986: 71) X B EAICHB LGN Z & & Walker ik
A FTa—TE->TVHEVHZ L,

9) Walker (1983) ot ¢4z “Choosing to Stay at Home: Ten Years after the March on
Washington” (158-170) T Walker BB BT OLLRRIZEKRD L 5 L LTV 52 L OEEXES
FEVHBIENTED
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