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A Study of James Baldwin : Baldwin’s Women

Yuji MAEKAWA

Abstract

This paper is an attempt to analyze how James Baldwin describes his women in his main novels:
Go Tell It on the Mountain, Another Country, Tell Me How Long the Train’s Been Gone, and If Beale
Street Could Talk. Baldwin’s men have been often discussed, because they were very important for
him when he traced back his own history. His men sometimes appear as “father” and/or “homosex-
ual.” These men are so impressive that it could be said that we do not pay much attention to his
women. In this paper, first of all, it will be discussed how Baldwin’s women are involved with the
process of recognition of being black slaves. Secondly, it will be analyzed how his women can get in-
volved with today’s problems through the recognition of being black slaves. Thirdly, the focus will
be on the characteristics of his women and their potentiality.
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I had not escaped myself, I had not escaped my antecedents,.... (Baldwin 1968b: xiii)
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...Jerry had been, at least insofar as this white girl (Barbara) and this white town were con-
cerned, of my impotence (Baldwin 1968a: 215) (My underlines)
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On this plantation she had grown up as one of the field workers, for she was very tall and
strong; and by and by she had married and raised children, all of whom had been taken
from her, one by sickness and two by auction; and one, whom she had not been allowed to
call her own, had been raised in the master’s house. when she was a woman grown, well
past thirty as she reckoned it, with one husband buried — but the master had given her
another.... (Baldwin 1953: 69-70) (My underlines)
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When men looked at Deborah they saw no further than her unlovely and violated body....
That night had robbed her of the right to be considered a woman. No man would approach
her in honor because she was a living reproach, to herself and to all black woman and to all
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black men.... Lust stirred in the eyes of men when they looked at Deborah, lust that could
not be endured it was so impersonal, limiting communion to the area of her shame.
(Baldwin 1953: 73-74)
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His father had always said that his face was the face of Satan — and was there not
something — in the lift of the eyebrow, in the way his rough hair formed a V on his brow —
that bore witness to his father’s words? In the eye there was a light that was not the light
of Heaven, and the mouth trembled, lustful and lewd, to drink deep of the wines of Hell.
He stared at his face as though it were, as indeed it soon appeared to be, the face of a
stranger, a stranger who held secrets that John could never know. (Baldwin 1953: 27)
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“I know you ain’t asking me to say I'm sorry I brought Johnny in the world. Is you?....
And listen, Gabriel. I ain’t going to let you make me sorry. Not you, nor nothing, nor
nobody in this world....” (Baldwin 1953: 115)

FRTIZ, BHOWLRLZRETIAWIKLTY, BAZCREZEINEZBICEDY 26 AME L
THE-TH 2o, WEDAEKEEI NI, HiKix, TV FRRDOLI, RET
DHFVRHBETARP 2TV IZ bbb, bLREOBEZ LD L LS, [HOED
7T AT T ] Baldwin 1953: 73) L WH HEL Db prbo$, Hid Lo &8
FARL, MABAR, BLAMIAZSERROIREVICRINDIDEL, BaptF 7)ol
HBLZET, #7)V ALz 2F LOBERA- B TH 5. BIIFDOZ L 2MD BB,
BTEBFECEBOILEZIZRREEMY 20R8S, LEFRLT, V7YV ADTRIZLERED
TVBREF ST, ’

TR L THT SNIMIP DB EDEEWE b Ligh -z 2 Tth TR <
DEYDZ. FNRBELENPEBEL THNEWI L ZAZH B, LiiddbiF okl 7u—
LVRARLTHTRT T Y FRRGHBEALRBEEORE TH L L ’MBELEDOFILAL DIEE
OERZHIERVOTH S, TRIOHMAHEADERIIEZRLDEDTHAI . ZThiT 25
bbb, 1 DIIBEREHRLENTRE>TWBLNIZLTHD. ADELA L LTORFDOEE
EMZ 5L VHIZLEBLTHERLTVWDLNWIZ L TH D, TEELIC L » TE AR O ESR
Tho72iE T, TORMOMPELEDOPIZ RN TN ENETH S, BT, HaFEix
BLomEFEsZ L THELTWREVWIZLE, 7r—L 375070 iotEr
HFIZI0FAL IMAFATHWEL, T Y FRAZKB\LERFBEZEOIF v — F2FEL
THEETEL, 7TRITRFLHOBAADEROFELET, 7Y T LoFIEWeEFED
FCHMEFATETNDIDTH S,

N BB OBE

N—T77ADNRT7 K7 23K TH B, Thbbihit, BEZER->-TWBHEL, 0
Ho 2 BETIHEOPC, BOOFIRAS CHGEEETIFEREE->TLBILEEXT



— 224 — (8 N & B

WHERZBZ LiX, BOBREA-TVWREEZELNLDL LTERFARTWITEWLE, H
LEBETHIEVRHLOFILEE> TL 2A[BEREL > T3 L ThD, V=77 RiE, A
BRRELVWIBRT, BETRE2 2L TH, VAT LOIHELOFTERIARKITEN
LD Tho7cZ LRBLIRR LI, e L dEodhizix, AERRORIZ, BELTWEIZL
TH, AR TRARDPoT, L2 ABREDFIE, Hito&dh> T AR [AFHERT
bl LI BABRROFELRE > TETVWEThHD, VAT LOBARBKEELROAL
CHETELRBHFREICHLZOFAEREL SHIHEARANVWEZAETETWEDOTH B,
BOBADERADT A TV ED, E5R>THARLEVIBEMICH L THIFKRDLIIZWVI,

“I don’t know, either. I don’t know up from down. I don’t know, what I'm doing no
more.” (Baldwin 1962: 66)
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“You see?.... It was white folks, some of them white folks you like so much that tried to
cut your brother’s throat.” (Baldwin 1953: 45)
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“What I’ve never understood... is that you always accuse me of making a thing about
your color, of penalizing you. But you do the same thing. You always make me feel
white....” (Baldwin 1962: 414)
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For Bigger’s tragedy is not that he is cold or black or hungry, not even that he is American,
black; but that he has accepted a theology that denies him life, that he admits the possibili-
ty of his being sub-human and feels constrained, therefore, to battle for his humanity ac-
cording to those brutal criteria bequeathed him at his birth. (Baldwin 1955: 17) (My
underlines)

LEED5IM T brutal criteria (7 > % =54 > DL Z5) LVHEEREELRILHILEED S,
A=V FY 4 vOERR, EF—0FWIAARE>TEY DT ohi BERAEVWEA] &
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WIZELFREDOBEBRLERYEORBZIZDDEDTH S, Z I 2L ZT b b
FE 151 >BPHELEOEBRPFHERBV i EHEEROBAORETH B L ENE ST 57
DOEDThHD, ZORBTITVIBA~DOR-ILVFY 4 VOBEOREE L, BT Y ARMiE
PHATBRBCERL LY 77 = FIC e 3T 217425 & &L ThalicET 5.

D1 >OBEEOMEEREICL SbhAnknsz L, Whwa [HEOBE] %15
DEBLLTELZESER—ALFY A L iZLTWS, WhITHANICBEERNICHEI L TE



— 226 — (87 I & %)

TeBADE> CEMERZBICABOMBICOAZ L YD 20TIERL, ABMOEZHOBTH
MR Lv > HEcHERRELE LS LT 2ERTH B,

ZTHHI—EEELTRL, EXHOHREALLTE, £bihs [, Eni]
LEEINDFT, BARAYCLEDLOIZELBoTLESZEMBHBL, b9 123FhiC
RETZH2CLRI-THLREAR LHFEELERL TWZ L TH B, REPHEDTA
MIZRL->TWTY, BEXFHOAAY -V RBRALEEGT» 5. DR ZOBELAORICHEHAE
BRBFELTWAZLRVWIETR bRV, ZORREELI 1 200nbY 3 [RR] %z
FRHRERTVWB LN BRTARL, ZOWRLEWIERBEISIZRBL [EICITEH
M) v Esko [Hit] & [BROMEEREIC L 5bhTns] L) ERTO [Hi)
EBEELTL %,

CZETLDEN—T77 ROELARBERDIAENE LA L Y E> T RO TRANVWI L
B> TK %, HOBELARIE, BATHABBCHBA TRt ) ABHELAL, B
ROMEZLEIZL b TV EBBIKBEBRETEVWEWI ZEDHH~DE LA EBTA-> TV
DTH 5,

HRDEZFICZ b TRIEL LAVWERERFOEZIFHE2ZTARTWSR LN Z LIZE
AZBIZH L THART> TERILE, BN WI T LIRBARBEL, 21 6H 6 2B
THERTHY, TO5FTHLHBHEDLIOOREY Thofe, Z50H ABORBEEEZ T
WTEHR=—NVFT 4 VR EVEL ONB, AFHFETHLAERMEICA O S L 5 %2E 2 HoREL,
1o0FEZF P ORPARPETHERVWE Vo2 BB LENS T LEoT2, 2905 AE
MECTOEXHEMESAL TS [ExH0BH] LvIRMEEBILZ®5HD 1 >OEH
LT [AME] 2o/, (Bone 1965: 233) Z 5\ o7 [ExHoBEM] LWHRIEERES
BE, [FHEE] BZEYUDEIPROVWTRETETS;NBD TSI Z TR AEV. 50
LT [BAEE] 2R LT [AKE] 2B/ LT3EANBNTHE. £3EXB00EHE
FERbhTW3, 20oRAEEIT, BEROMEXEZRLTWBEDT, FFARLLGIIZL
WEDTH D, THEVHIRZTARTHL 2, ZOMBEICHEESBED I HITHBL TH L
LWHZLEBRFR—AVET 4 vOPNRDTH B, Go Tell TIZY 3 ik ) vy KAMENL
LOERL, BizNTWE, BHOMBRIBEFEVDLRFTANEZNPENIZETHY, A
UBRIZO 2D 1 2L LTHELDATWS, AREFNLIFLER-ZES %, 30l
DALES> TEREROPILABVEVITFELE Y 3 VIR ORTH B, Tell Me DL A L
N=RNFEIAERRICNUE IR B3 ADFEHRTE 2 —HFHE TR, ThidE
BEhiholce ZHIE, ZURMT7r =i LAdo [EfIABRE] BHTER,1LTH



A= P4 v ORHE — 227 —

D N=RF LS IR, "F— L L TikAnother DNV—7 7 2 vAFD LA+ DX
IRUHTH BN, VAT LV EEANTY XTI LThol, HRiX, fFRICER LKL,
AEOBERI MR Y FEBL Tz, LELERTIFELICR—V FY 1 V352 2R8I L 5
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Somewhere in his heart the black boy [Rufus] hated the white boy (Vivaldo) because he
was white. Somewhere in his heart Vivaldo had feared and hated Rufus because he was
black. (Baldwin 1962: 134)
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And he thought, very unwillingly, that perhaps he did not love her (Ida]. Perhaps it was on-
ly because she was not white that he dared to bring her the offering of himself. Perhaps he
had felt, somewhere, at the very bottom of himself, that she would not dare despise him.
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(Baldwin 1962: 298)
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...when I decided that I ought to try to sing, I'd do it for Rufus, and then all the rest
wouldn’t matter. I would have settled the score. (Baldwin 1962: 419)
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So superbly was it in the present that it seemed to have nothing to do with the passage of
time: time might have dismissed it as thoroughly as it had dismissed Carthage and
Pompeii. It seemed to have no sense whatever of the exigencies of human life: it was so
familiar and so public that it became, at last the most despairingly private of cities. One
was continually being jostled, yet longed, at the same time, for the sense of others, for a
human touch: and if one was never — it was the general complaint — left alone in New
York, one had, still, to fight very hard in order not to perish of loneliness. (Baldwin 1962:
230)
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“I love him... I love him, I can’t help it. No matter what he does to me. He’s just lost
and he beats me because he can’t find nothing else to hit.” (Baldwin 1962: 59)

T4 vaflloghd ELO THMEY . HLEIVWORKIND L1 0RNT 7 =—
DAHCETEIZIFT TN DB, 74 v V2B HBEORBEBLTHEAY 7 =~ CAKIKT> TV
5L, LoRBIEFEBLTATTTIA M) 2L THEAZELIZHE»T %, 20X 51,
A= KU o OB L TEME . B2, HFXEREbd THEETEEN TN
HbBLEVED, GOT 4 vV aDFREDFTVWERTY, BEITV7 7 =—DBKKEVWEVWERESR
LThFRERL Y ORGLEENEE, 77 2—DEREO—FicL X5 L+ 50038DIIT
HEOIHL, RELLHE LY, 77 =— DEEOTHOACHX EbINILHIEFT
b5, Go Tell C1x, Va2 FARRLINEHTHBLIEINVZ, ParBEILTLEIE
ZBUBEDOHBZELON T ) T VICEBIIC b2 TL 503l TH 5, HOBEEER
TAREEBEC T BHEOMOT7 e~ R, HORAKIBIEFNITEFTHELFHEIEE20
DEXHEULTRT, BORBALRELFERYVCTIBZBEREEALET RS, Va3 U ESF
WHTVZNEBIAFNTETHTYFRRENWSTBETH S, Another THT A F ik
AFT4 T A FELAEEZ, HERIEILTOVREL, FY ROV U7V ERT Y v
~DOFLWEERDTL BTBHLREBASZE o722 5, Tell Me DA—R"F L LA T, #
HOHBVAREBOEART>TWAL, A—F4 —CHTHIELRIEL T LAEZY - FLT
Wz L, work shop DHEDE, Vv AOAFOZ L TRFHFRVZAZ—RLEZLEINET R
RA2ATHOHEETHD, COLIREDIFRERTLLHRBELZY - FLTW5E, =
ik, FENLELERANER LI EVFH->-THBHLTWELENE S, TYFRREZLT
17— L AR LTHEHOELWEENLOBRNT, Al 0ERBREELZVWENI - &
WL BMNEE > TIBRBoTETWS, T4 v Va2 RFLORPMOTENT T 7 =—
DEEFTLH L VI BROADTERD ThoTz. N—AF 3 LEICR D LV I BANRERD -
O TREORAEI LY > T, BERAKED D L1bidh, —ATHNT - McERS
ALTVBDTholc, TAF YN =T 7 ADEE R+ L0 BB - 72 b 2 ZF7HE
RcHFELBLL, BFREIBBOETY R LW ) KEHROWVWORYIZ LT LMRTER
DThot, FULHELZRIEL B LASTKERCEX LS BN+, FoREIFLW
D2THENR—RTTHD. BRI Y=Y — L0 AADBARNZD LR, vAOHIZBESG %
VDESFBM2RHBLEELED LYz ) —EAGDOKSELRZTIECWbLTIREBAARVWD T



—232— (i JI #® %)

bbb, TAFZEFTHELTVAZ LML THEELE CREATHWE S LT 5, fikidd#c
ML TTOHATHIE, LYFRBICARY, HAOEREZERL LS LT3, TR
RN—T 7 ADOHERZ ool LIt T 2HETH -7V T 5, VAT BREETLH—7
TAEFTBZENTERLOR, BWMOTWEZT, BEBRETOSHLZATIC LKET LS &
LTWEr 6 THb, BRECRATOBLTVWAZ LICRLTEL X 2AERVEBIBD
B0,

DERCEZTHBII LI BED1SIZEZ TN LN, HERHLED XYy 57 ¥ —
WERERARICIE» D6, F—AVEFV 0 L OLBEEHBEOFEHRIIES L F3H5RERD
THBICES Lt Lic, TRbbIhik, BEXEDLOBWEBOZA L ETANIIRG
B3O L ThB LRLILEIE, P LL LEEREEFERIIER, TR — & —
Sy PR Lo TEBHICEDOHNEBHIA TR b b, BIGEDELL, LA,
EW, LV oUW RMED> TEI W, ZORERILEHEOLICIr»b3#E I, Bk
LHERTRREBLIABDENLThHD, FNEDERATVL , ¥ FEREZOLIBZ L
i, BlRL7zkoiic, BaEOFACEED vt ABRNEND LI BILh B, HER
HBOEEOREEZELZWTT CHERRZANR> TS, ZOROERY ETix, HED
BEOBRICL>TEZZONEHNEADOKE &, BHEBBROF TORLEOBHIBRLE NS &
CAHIZHCHEDRWERERDZ, ZOBRIZZNTOOVDOER, ZhABACAEBARINH
TLE->T, BREOEIBFNTWELEZLS, T Y FR2APTu—-L U A, BSOMBE
DELEEZFRBEL T FTHELI LY, BECEFRLTWIRED, 20702 TV U 3ER
T25L57%, BACABEORRLIABEIZILALELLL TAEER, THRbLAZOAELD
BHREZFARTNL . TAFDOBREFRF L2 LTV RFUATH S, BHRILDLSHEHE
BOTELALLTERBL TR p0bOT, BHOBEOBRFH 2 ERIELA TV S,
BREODEEZIZIZLTY, FhTHLEIRIZHOCHEIZAD ) TTEROHBERKITFTY
5. REOHEHIZBSL LEDLETATEH, MIFSLEFBBREILLFINWT, HEHER
DOPIZETLRVWENI ZLRBREREIRF TR LWL B 2880, FuF, HaEidd
DRBBAYTH Y 226, EVILEIERBRLVW -, Wb B50HLEEZS{>T
WHRRIEHT2D L ZADMERFERTH B, vz, F—oBMICEbEIHTHI &
[BR] vz eithd, 7a—L Iy ART Y FRADOBPEIZ, ok khid,
DERIETPZRIBIONTHIH, THATHE—DRATH-XHic, BCEEDPHER
RVNEWSBERTIIERZIZ2EABRTHARN, TAFDOHEL )R> ThHhETHRVES
FRLBROMPRECSPIZEIICEBEIh TR, ZO8MX, v—77 2B¥vt+ &



A= T 1 L DthE — 233 —

BLL o KEOHEDOABHEEOBE I LHRTHD LHLTEE S, RKTHD 215, HE
B L A TRES XY T 8 —TREZ— bTBHRANRLES LTIMBTERV, BBR L
o, R=AITREREES LFIERCY RS THY, AENELLLYORETREY
BT, BLOZ DY RGNV LERIBELOFREOBRBICRET 3L ZAICERLEZDE
BIENWS T LiE, BEABBRERLRT X— FMEATHBZ L &b, EROREBOEBE
ENBELEOREDEBEL LA LI VAN 7 BROKFIC L BELORKEDOEL VR 5 AE
MBE~DRE BB TES, LELERIELTY, ZOYRINLEZARELIHRLOFE
LOBBOHMERRL, FELEZI EL voThint LirErh T, FEZERKWVWZ3Z
Lid, Ry [ERE| OBBFICAZZ L TE_ORMICHET 52 L7208, HEm#L+
ETWY, BIKERZE -7 YT 5, BicZoHAIZEAOLHICEE THS. Bichis L
THLZESIE, F+RRLTHILAFRLTY, bEVRAELHLZ LB CEELES
BV, VAFREZLZ S, HoFici@Ed AENRAOBEZICH LTI HERETHL
», BHEOBWEDR, Er—77 AOBWERLEABENEEARTLL, ChEdS 20T
BOPENIZEREEZICHIREBRVDTHZ, A—ATOBEHEYVREALAETCNT
BEHIZRI TS, LS4 TEAORLAGERRD ) —EHEKOEREHZL0->T
WAER, Eo COBBROBII RV, BLRIEFLIEEFE LI LR URAW I LY OB
TETNS, BV ACEOEAY LRI oREEFORR*RLicEAL, Kk
By TNCRBT ECHBRIE T MRBEBELOZ LBEFE - i2R, BohicizA
BRIZMBD Y, ThBEE2EDOLDbE TV, LM LEZDHIX, HFOBOERELE -
MBICE T, DULABVWRHILL HHTLIELRATIRELLTVWB L, ABHNRBRM L
DOFIZIIELAEEEINTI RO TD S, FHEIZ, BOHF LA, RCEEIHATY, [HE
MICHEINBHARD 5, FD 120, MAOOENY TAADE LA EEZ A HETH 5,
VAFDOFELARRZFEAEHEEZARAANLEONRDZZ LEARL, VAT 7V ERFrRENV- K
TOELYVDOAENLLREONLY, V=T 7 REVWIELOHFERBESTOE LA LIE DR
KHEEZDELADBEDLVITHETHD. I 121, AW Z2BEADOFTLHEDLD
BVt EOND LI FHETHD. kEziE, A= A"AFRvALoBRREL > T ikoh
T work shop DAZRHEHDOALADBERRZRVIFUDILIER, HBLoOLOEBEILVAD
HAOFTELNLTWL . ThLLELOLOBZ ZHBIIRMT 2 L3 TELV, BRIZ
BHORCHICHMBERD > 7o, [FE] ZE8HLLTEETELRNTHY, BLEOLD
BVWOTEERH LB LITR> TR AL FY 4 UIMERE LTEBAWIETZ L3,
Mzt L, BEL, TBMFREICHANS Z LK. kézid, BAORMBEREALZTD
MBI £ rz L, ANH2BRoMEICE Ry AMcmprbEZZ LHENTD S,



—234— (g7 i #® %)

Erofix [Ad] L H5HEREHK, BAOBHOMBELYEZ HOHBHOMEIR, Thb
B 1 DOEROEE %S & DK OMBIC >R FTEZ B HACAIbESZ LT, BED
—ift, HEILZRIEL, LArLZoOR, I ES LTI £ ZoMEIinb> T
TEMTERV, ZD1H>OBHIT, F TR 420 EHIZ LY, BLED LDV,
BLEOFTHEGSEZ LS TERVWZ LR TLESTWBENRLTHD, e 2iFF v 2T
TY v 7 LORMBOBIROPICEG E TOHRADOKRALIEFIBI TV L HIB 25, Hkix
[BEENeor»] LBb¥S, HETY v 7 LOFRBECSEDI IV,

“you did something very valuable for me, Eric,... That was you gave me for a little
while. It was really you.” (Baldwin 1962: 407)
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If Beale Street Could Talk
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